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WHY DO SO MANY PEOPLE 
OF ALL AGES AND IN 

ALL WALKS OF LIFE LIKE 
COLLECTING? 


Ask a psychologist. He will probably 
tell you that there are many theories 
explaining why humans collect things. 
It may be attributed to human 
instinct, to our need to possess, or to 
our attempt to satisfy some other 
driving force within us. Whatever the 
reason, all of us collect things at 
some stage in our lives, whether it be 
curios, figurines, or photographs 

of movie stars! 


Olympiade 
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BUT WHY STAMPS? 


Ask a stamp collector. Chances are 
his answers will be quite different 
from those of the psychologist or even 
of the next stamp collector you ask. 
Here are some good reasons stamp 
collectors have given: “Stamp 
collecting allows one to escape—to get 
away from it all.” “It is an intriguing 
pastime.” “Each stamp acquisition and 
album space filled gives some 
measure of personal satisfaction.” 
“There is no limit to the depth and 
scope that this hobby offers.” 


Stamps are vehicles of knowledge 
for any age group. The educational 
value is limitless. Canadian stamps 
allow one to study a large variety 

of interesting Canadian subjects. They 
encourage research, and stimulate 
and develop new interests. When 
categorized and mounted, stamps 
illustrate Canada’s many faces 
pictorially and symbolically, and 
become an interesting way to record 
our history. 


Apart from. its educational value, 
philately is an exercise for artistic and 
creative abilities. Stamps must be 
carefully selected, categorized, 
organized, arranged, mounted, and 
written up (depending on the album) 
in a neat and aesthetic manner. For 
those wishing to collect stamps 
without having to bother doing 
layouts, there are albums available that 
clearly indicate where the stamps are 
to go. 


Concentration may be directed to 
processes in stamp production— 
printing techniques, inks, gums, paper 
types—or to specialized collecting, 


which may include cancellations, 
postmarks, rarities, or very old stamps. 


There are two kinds of stamps: 
definitives and commemoratives. 
Definitives are the stamps that are 
available year-round in post offices. 
Commemoratives are printed in 
limited number and are available for 
only short periods of time. 


While these small adhesives become 
little works of art that increase a 
person’s knowledge of history, 
geography, and social concerns, they 
also open up a brand-new world—that 
of all other collectors. The beginner 
soon becomes part of a unique group 
of people who share the same hobby. 
The doors to all areas of society are 
opened, since a stamp collector 

may be anybody, anywhere. 


Stamp clubs and stamp exhibitions 
locally, nationally, and internationally 
are meeting places for those who 
share this common interest. The 
product of hours of meticulous care, 
personal pleasure and satisfaction, 
search, research, study, and 
organization is displayed for everyone 
to admire and appreciate in the form 
of album pages from stamp collections. 
This is a time to compare notes, to 
discuss and share experiences and 
achievements. Each stamp has a 
special little story attached to it. For 
example, the stamp featuring the 
Atlantic Whitefish, a fish that can only 
be found in the waters off Nova Scotia, 
drew Canadians’ attention to the fact 
that the Whitefish is an endangered 
species and that conservation efforts 
must be undertaken if the fish is to 
be saved from extinction. 
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“iN STAMPS BEGAN 


‘he first stamp of the world was of 
riish origin 


“efore the era of the adhesive postage 
samp, payment for sending mail 

“vas usually remitted by the person 
eceiving it, not by the sender. You can 
imagine the problems when the 
person who was expected to pay 
refused either to accept the letter or 
to pay for it. 


An Englishman, Sir Rowland Hill, 
came up with an idea to indicate that 
mail had been prepaid by the sender— 
a smail adhesive label known as a 
postage stamp. Great Britain issued 
the worid’s first postage stamp on 

6 May i840, featuring a portrait 

of Queen Victoria. Since these were 
the world’s first and only postage 
stamps, there was no need to indicate 
the name of the issuing country. To 
this day, Great Britain is the only 
country in the world without a country 
name on its stamps—the picture of 
the reigning monarch is sufficient 

to indicate place of origin. 


first stamp 

irable James Morris, 

r (3eneral of the Province 
3, developed Canada’s first 

2 postage stamp in 1851. The 


ne 


1g, a young Scottish immigrant. 
Marris believed that the beaver 
ented the people in the young 
country, building their towns, 
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cities, and coramunities. For the 
French and English adventurers in the 
New World, the beaver skins 
represented the currency in trade. 


Stamps of this early period were not 
perforated like the stamps we know 
today. Individual stamps had to be cut 
from post office panes with scissors 
or any handy sharp cutting tool. 

This is one reason why so few fine 
copies of early postage stamps have 
survived to this day. 


Prior to 1900 almost all design work 
was performed by engravers who 
were employed by the printers. The 
designs were simple but extremely 
dignified. As time passed, stamps were 
recognized as a good promotion 
medium to advertise the natural 
resources; history, and culture of the 
country with pictures and illustrations. 
With new developments in printing 
processes, it has now become 
possible to reproduce almost anything 
in multicolour. 


Canada’s stamps have always been 
highly regarded throughout the world 
for their superior quality of engraving, 
printing, and design. 


HOW ARE STAMP DESIGNS 
CHOSEN? 


Stamps begin as a theme or a subject 
suggested by the public or by 
researchers in the Post Office. The 
Stamp Advisory Committee of 
Canada Post reviews all subject 
suggestions to develop an annual 
program of stamp issues. An artist or 
designer is commissioned to submit 
designs on the stamp subject. 
Members of the Committee, after 
studying and assessing the submitted 
designs, select the one to be used 
on the stamp. 


The artwork then goes to the printers 
where it is reduced to actual stamp 
size and the printing process begins. 


Saskatchewan 1905-1980 
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METHODS OF PRINTING 
STAMPS 


Intaglio (Engraving) Printing 

The design is first engraved on soft 
steel, which is hardened and 
transferred to copper or steel plates. 
The ink is held in the recesses of the 
plate, and when the paper is pressed 
down onto the plate it absorbs the 
ink from the depressed grooves. This 
results in a slight raising of the lines 
on the face of the stamp, which can be 
felt by running the fingers across 

the raised surface. 


This printing process was used for the 
Sir Sandford Fleming and Joseph 

E. Bernier commemoratives, and the 
12-cent Parliament definitive when it 
was printed in 1977. Engraving was 
combined with photogravure (see 
page 7) for the commemorative 
stamps issued in 1978 to mark the 
Canadian Philatelic Exhibition. 


The advantage of this process is 

that a design can be reproduced with 
very intricate detail. Stamps printed 
by this method are generally of 

one colour, because a separate 

die must be engraved for each colour. 


Sir Sandford Fleming 
Zs 1827-1915 
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Lithography (Offset) 

In this process the design of the stamp 
is reduced to actual stamp size by 

a photographic process. It is then 
transferred to sensitized plates—a 
different plate for each colour. These 
plates fit around cylinders that 

press against rollers bearing ink. The 
printing plate, which runs in a water- 
moistened condition, has a greasy 
surface for the design or image area. 
Since grease and water don't mix, the 
ink adheres only to the area of design 
on the plate. The plate then transfers 
the ink to a rubber surface, which 

in turn transfers it to the stamp paper. 


Some of the stamps printed by this 
process were The Maple in Four 
Seasons series (1971), Cornelius 
Kreighoff (1972), Tom Thomson (1977), 
James Cook (1978), and the Inuit 
series (1977-80). 


This process is desirable for printing 
stamps of more than one colour. 


Tom Thomson 1877-1917 painter/peintre 
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Photogravure Printing 

This process incorporates methods 
used in both the intaglio and litho- 
graphy processes. The photographic 
process is used to reduce the design to 
stamp size. 


The design is photoengraved onto 
metal plates. It differs from the type of 
engraving used in intaglio in that the 
design on the plate is composed of 
tiny cells rather than hand-produced 
lines. This type of printing process 
permits a wider and more subtle range 
of colour. 


Examples of stamps printed by 
photogravure with steel engraving are: 
Coastal Ships (1975) and 17-cent 
Queen Elizabeth (1979). 


And there you have it—a stamp: a 
mini piece of artwork. 


“Observe the lowly postage stamp—it 
sticks to the job until it’s done.” 
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Rare Stamps 

Stamps become rare when the 
demand is greater than the supply. 
This depends on the number of stamps 
manufactured of a particular issue 
and, of these, the number that can be 
accounted for still in existence. Of 
course there are degrees of rarity. By 
looking at prices in astamp catalogue 
one can easily see which stamps 

are rarer than others. 


Since people and machines are not 
always able to detect one another's 
mistakes, stamps bearing printing 

or perforation flaws soon find 

their way into the hands of the public. 
The discerning collector hopes to 
find stamps with defects because 
flawed stamps are more valuable. 


An error may be blatant, like the 
1969 six-cent Christmas stamp that 
did not have “Canada” and the 
denomination printed on some sheets. 
It may also take a well-trained, 
experienced eye to discern a defect. 


These are the things that make 
collections valuable, because some 
collectors will pay a fortune to obtain 
a rare stamp—even to the point of 
purchasing the entire collection. 


HOW TO START A 
COLLECTION OF STAMPS 


The first steps 

Begin by asking everyone in sight, 
Are you a stamp collector? Find out 
all you can about their collections. If 
you are invited to view their albums, 
consider yourself privileged. 


Read anything you can get your hands 
on concerning the subject. In various 
Stamp news publications you will 
find articles, advertisements, and 
general philatelic news columns that 
will serve as an excellent source of 
information for you. Literature can be 
Obtained from philatelic organizations, 
libraries, and stamp shows. Local 
newspaper columns, books, and 
stamp catalogues are also valuable 
browsing areas. 


Most stamp clubs will make you a 
welcome visitor. Sit in on a few 
meetings. See it al! for yourself and get 


reliable information from the experts. 


Another good idea before you actually 
start collecting is to visit one or two 


stamp dealers. By seeing all there is to 
see, you will begin to appreciate 
the infinite variety of stamps, the prices 


involved, anc the equipment available 
to accommodate your collection. 
Now you are ready to try your hand at 
becoming a philatelist—Or Would You 
Rather Be A Packrat? 


Some collectors choose to be packrats, 
or turn into them because of poor 
planning and a lack of organization. 
They collect every kind of stamp they 
happen to stumble upon and end up 
with more siamps than places to store 
them 


GENERAL COLLECTING 


There is something to be said for a 
general collection, that is, a random 
accumulation of stamps from all 
countries. It enables you to develop a 
broad look at stamps and stamp 
subjects from all over the world. 
Awareness of the total scope exposes 
you to the opportunities to specialize 
your collection later on. 


Since the name of the country is in the 
native language and not always on 
the stamp, and since the currency may 
not be familiar to you, a stamp finder’s 
guide will be essential to enable you to 
determine the origin of the stamp, 
unless you suddenly remember that it 
was Offa letter from Uncle Harry when 
he was in Lebanon. 


For this type of collection ashoe box is 
more appropriate than an album, 
since it is difficult to obtain an album 
organized to accommodate the 
particular assortment of stamps that 
you have accumulated from all over 
the world. It is possible, however, to 
arrange an album with loose-leaf 
pages for your own personal 
collection. 


USED OR MINT STAMPS— 
OR BOTH 


It is generally advisable to collect 
either all mint or all used stamps. 
(Mint stamps are those that are bought 
directly from the post office, or 
stamp dealers, and have never been 
used as postage.) But if you are 
particularly ambitious, you may wish to 
duplicate each mint stamp with a 
used stamp. Some printed albums 
have extra pages that can be used for 
your duplicates. 


DO IT YOUR WAY 


If you are not satisfied with the 
albums you have seen, then improvise. 
Choose loose-leaf albums with blank 
or quadrille pages. They allow you 

to arrange your collection to suit 
yourself. Annotate the pages with your 
own research, thoughts, or fantasies 
on each stamp. Do it your way...but 
keep it neat, well-organized and 
aesthetic. The fewer the stamps on the 
page, the better. 


TOPICAL COLLECTING 


Where does your interest lie? 


Early stamps? 

Royalty? 

A definite historical time? 
Famous Canadians? 
Politics? Art? Science? 
Sports? 
Wildlife—Canadian flowers and 
animals? 

Christmas issues? 
Canadian Indians? 
Ships? Airplanes? 


Maybe you would like to try to collect 
as many different Canadian stamps 
as you possibly can. Whatever you 
decide, check a stamp catalogue to 
determine the number of stamps 
related to your category. Then choose 
a stamp album suitable for your 
collection. After you have decided on 
a topic and acquired all the Canadian 
stamps related to it, you may wish 

to start on another Canadian topic or 
include stamps from other countries. 


“The specialist learns more and more 
about less and less until he knows 
everything about nothing, while the 
general collector learns less and less 
about more and more until he knows 
nothing about everything!” 

- G.B. Shaw 


Albums to accommodate Canadian 
stamps are available with a description 
of the stamp or an illustration, so 
that you know exactly where to place 
the stamp. Each page generally calls 
for the stamps of one year, and the 
succeeding years follow in 
chronological order. There may be 
background information accompany- 
ing each year’s issues. These albums 
come bound or with loose-leaf pages 
generally printed on both sides. 

To avoid damaging stamps on facing 
pages, make sure that an interleaf 

is placed between them. 


ALOQUETTE II 


THE COLLECTOR’S TOOLS 


Very good results can be achieved with 
the following equipment: 


Album 

As stated previously, choose an album 
that suits the needs of your collection. 
Determine the potential size of your 
collection and the form in which you 
wish to present it. Then shop around 
for a compatible home for it. The 
fewer the stamps per page, the 
better. ..and remember, when writing 
them up, that the stamps should 

tell most of the story. 


Tweezers 

Stamps must be handled with care 
at all times, because imperfections 
reduce their value unless they 

are rarities. Round-end or square-end 
tweezers should be used. 


Hinges 

Hinges are small pieces of paper, 
gummed on one side, that are used to 
affix stamps in the album. As little 

of the gummed surface and as little 
moisture as possible should be used. 
Before turning the page or closing 
the album, be sure that the unmoistened 
side of the hinge and the album page 
around it are thoroughly dry. This 
prevents the hinge from sticking 

to itself and possibly damaging the 
stamp. 


Mounts 

Mounts are becoming more and more 
popular because they do not interfere 
with the gum on the stamp. The 
transparent flap covering the stamp 
provides some protection. These 
gummed-back mounts can be 
purchased from a stamp dealer 

in strips to hold several stamps, or 
separately for individual stamps. 


Magnifying Glass 
This is a useful tool for examining 
fine details, counting perforations, 
reading inscriptions. It also helps 
prevent eyestrain. 


Perforation Gauge 

Perforations (a row of holes) are 
placed between stamps to facilitate 
separation of the stamps. There was a 
time when sheets of stamps had to 
be cut apart and glue was applied by 
the user. The number of perforations 
across the top or side of a stamp 

is of interest to philatelists because it 
may identify different issues of the 
same stamp. The count is expressed 
as the number of perforations in two 
centimeters and is easily measured by 
use of a perforation gauge. 


WHERE AND HOW TO 
ACQUIRE THE STAMPS FOR 
YOUR COLLECTION 


Mint Stamps 


Mint stamps are stamps that have never 
been used for postal purposes. They 
are available in sheets, plate blocks, 

or singles at all philatelic counters 

and by mail order from Canada Post for 
a specific period following their date 
of issue. 


Semi-annual and annual packets of 
definitive and commemorative single 
stamps and topical or thematic sets are 
also available. 


Mail order forms can be obtained at 
all philatelic counters and at most 
regular post offices. Mail orders, 
requests for information, and payment 
for philatelic products and services 
may be made through your local post 
office or by writing directly to: 

Philatelic Service 

Canada Post Corporation 

OTTAWA, Ontario 

K1A OB5 


Stamps of any age can be acquired 
through stamp dealers, who are listed 
in telephone directories and philatelic 
publications. There will be a markup 
in price, depending on the market 
demand for the stamp and the dealer’s 
fee. 


Before you go to a dealer, try to make 
a trade with other stamp collectors 

if you have duplicates or stamps you 
don't need. 


Foreign Countries 

Also bear in mind that most foreign 
countries offer philatelic services 
similar to those offered by Canada 
Post. If you wish to contact a foreign 
post office and can't locate the 

exact address, you can generally 
address a letter to the Philatelic 
Service, care of the Main Post Office 
in the capital city of that country. As 
each country has different currency 
and order requirements, be sure to 
send a letter of enquiry before sending 
any money. 


Join astamp club so you can participate 
in stamp auctions and other activities. 
Local department and five-and-dime 
stores carry bags of stamps. Buy 
only what you know will contribute 
to your collection in some way. Beware 
of mixed packets containing stamps 
from all over the world that, although 
they may look impressive, have no 
place in your collection. 


Mail Order Dealers 

This type of dealer sends stamps 

“on approval” to collectors. The 
collector buys the stamps he wants 
and returns the remaining stamps 
with his remittance. Often free stamps 
are offered as a bonus with those 
stamps “on approval”. Do not 
misunderstand and think that all the 
stamps are free. You are responsible 
for either paying for or returning the 
“on approval” stamps. Read the 
advertisement carefully. Be sure you 
know what is free and what you are 
obligated to do with the merchandise, 
should you not wish to buy. 


Used Stamps 

Those who wish to include used 
stamps in their collection should begin 
their search at home. Ransack your 
drawers for old letters. Hoard incoming 
mail. Then beg all your friends, 
relatives, or acquaintances to send 
you postcards of their travels. If you 
happen to have a contract with a firm 
that does business internationally, 

be an opportunist. They may have a 
treasure-trove of used stamps just 
waiting to be discovered. 


Before removing the used stamp, 
check the cover (envelope) carefully. It 
may have significance for someone 
who collects covers (see page 7 ). 
First Flight Covers, First Day Covers, 
and postmarks are of interest to 
collectors who may be willing to pay 
for the cover in your possession or 
effect some kind of trade. Covers 
prior to 1875 are particularly valuable. 
Be careful you are not deceived in 
your transaction. Stampless covers are 
also a collector’s item: Prior to 

the use of stamps in this country, 
special markings were used to indicate 
that postage had been paid (or 
would be paid on delivery). 


Removing Stamps From Paper 

Used stamps affixed to a piece of 
paper can be removed by floating the 
piece of paper with the stamp face 
upwards on the surface of a bowl of 
tepid water. The paper softens, 
allowing the stamp to peel off easily 
without getting wet. Any remaining 
gum may be removed by holding the 
stamp under water and gently rubbing 
it with your finger. 


SPECIAL FEATURES FOR 
COLLECTORS 


Imperforate Stamps 
Some early stamps were printed 
without perforations and are thus 


ets Slip 


urers 
valuable collector's iter. 


Coils and Booklets 

Stamps are issued in sheets, coils, 
and booklets. Format, size, and 
perforation-count help to distinguish 
them. 5 


Precancels 

Some stamps are cancelled before use 
by being overprinted with bars or 
similar markings. 


Tagged Stamps 
Tagging is the term used to denote 


selective overprinting of transparent 
phosphors. An invisible phosphor 


ink image is printed on top of the 
stamp to allow the postal sorting 
machines to detect an envelope with 
a tagged stamp when exposed to 
ultraviolet light in the machine. The 
object is to speed up the p sing 
of the mail. All new-issue stamps 
of Canada Post are now tagged, 
the exception of some higher vaiue 
definitives. 


ith 


Overprinied Stamps Bia 
An inscription or other marking is 
printed on a complete stamp. 


Postal Stationery 
Postcards, envelopes, aerogrammes. 


Covers 

First Day Cover—Envelope with one o1 
more stamps cancelled on day of 
issue. ; 

First Flight Cover—Cover bearing a 
cancellation that shows the date and 
starting point of the first flignt of anew 
air mail route. : 
Railway Post Office Cover—Cover 
bearing Railway Post Office ; 
cancellation from the days when mail 
was transported by train. 


Postmarks 
A marking applied to a cover to show 
the date and point of mailing or arrival. 


Cachet , 
An illustration on a cover relating 

to the stamp that has been placed on 
the cover for cancellation. 


CANADA POST’S SPECIAL 
SERVICES FOR 
COLLECTORS 


Mailing List Service 


Upon request you may be placed on 
our mailing list to receive new stamp 
announcements. A descriptive 
brochure containing order forms will 
be mailed to you free of charge four to 
six weeks in advance of the issue 

date of the stamp. 


Collectors’ Subscription Service 
Standing orders for new issues are 
automatically supplied against your 
predeposit of $20 or more. The 
remittance, preferably in Canadian 
funds, should be made payable to 
Canada Post Corporation. A statement 
of account is sent with each order. 
Subscription Service customers 
automatically receive information on 
new stamps and philatelic services 
at no cost. 


First Day Cover Service 
Collectors’ Own First Day Covers 


Collectors may address their own 
covers and forward them to the 
Philatelic Service for stamp affixation 
and cancellation, reading Day of 
Issue/Jour d’émission, to arrive not 
later than the stamp’s date of issue. 
There is aservice charge of 15 cents for 
First Day Cancellation for each cover 
when the Philatelic Service affixes 
and cancels the stamp. 


Official First Day Covers 

Official First Day Covers are sold at 
philatelic counters and by mail order 
from the Philatelic Service in the 
following format: 


a) with a single stamp 
b) with a combination of 
multi-issue stamps 

c) with a plate block 


Official First Day Covers are sold for 
six months after date of issue. 


Handback Cancellation Service 

A special “handback” cancellation 
service is available at all philatelic 
counters, at no charge, for customers’ 
own covers (non-First Day Covers 
only). 


STAMP SHOW 


Canada Post has been attending 
stamp exhibitions for the past few 
years to be of service to philatelists and 
to promote Canadian stamps both 

at home and abroad. A display and 
sales counter is set up at these 
shows to enable stamp collectors to 
purchase Canadian philatelic items 
at face value. 


If you happen to come upon a stamp 
exhibition in your travels (the names 
of stamp shows end in the suffix 
“ex”, e.g., INTERPEX, COMPEX, 
CAPEX), we will be glad to see you. 
Inform your friends and relatives of our 
presence; they may be potential 
collectors, or those whose interest has 
become dormant and needs to be 
reawakened. 
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GLOSSARY OF 
FREQUENTLY USED 
PHILATELIC TERMS 


Advertising labels: Many countries 
employ advertising in booklets of 
stamps where the labels are se 
tenant (side by side) with the stamps. 
Canada Post has used labels to 
increase awareness of using the 
postal code, money orders, etc. 


Aerogramme: Airletters made from 
lightweight paper, which in Canada 
are both stamp and stationery in one 
and are sold for postage value only. 


Approvals: Postage stamp selections 
sent by stamp dealers for their 
inspection. It is important to 
remember to return promptly 
unwanted stamps and money to pay 
for retained stamps. 


Blocks: Units of four or more stamps 
arranged from two or more 
horizontal rows, not separated. 


Booklet panes: Small sheets specially 
printed and cut for inclusion in 
postage booklets. Before 1968, 
Canadian booklet panes were 
stapled or stitched to the covers; 
since then, all booklet panes are 
glued to a one-piece covering along 
a strip of selvedge. 


Cachet: An impression applied to 
an envelope to commemorate or 
advertise a specific event. 


Cancellation: An impression used to 
obliterate a postage stamp to 
prevent its reuse. 


Catalogue value: The valuation of 
postage stamps as listed in major 
stamp catalogues. It is important to 
remember that these prices serve 
as a guide and are not meant to be 
actual buying and selling prices. 


Centering: The placement of a 
stamp design in relation to its 
perforations. 


Ciassics: The early stamps of a country 
usually issued in tne period prior 
to 1900. 


Coil stamps: Stamps issued in rolls 
and, in the case of Canadian coils, 
perforated on two sides only. 


Collectors’ Subscription Service: 
A service provided by Canada Post, 
through which collectors can opena 
mail order account with a minimum 
deposit and receive a desired 
quantity of all new postal items. 


Comb perforation: A method of 
perforating postage stamps, by 
which the perforations will always 
meet exactly between stamps. 


Commemorative stamp: A stamp that 
celebrates an event or honours a 
person—normally printed in limited 
quantities and sold within a specific 
period of time. 


Counterfeits: Stamps that have been 
privately produced to deceive post 
offices and philatelists. 


Cover: An envelope or wrapper for 
mail. 


Definitive: A regular stamp issue that 
remains on sale for an indefinite 
period of time and has not been 
issued to commemorate a specific 
person or event. 


First Day Cover: Envelope or postal 
stationery cancelled on the first day 
the stamps or stationery were issued. 
Generally these envelopes bear 
cachets as well as the special 
cancellation. 


Hinge: A small piece of gummed paper 
used to mount stamps in albums. 


imperforate: A stamp without 
perforations or rouletting. All early 
postage stamps were issued 
imperforate and had to be cut apart 
with scissors. 


Inscription block: A block of four or 
more stamps with printing on the 
attached selvedge. This printing can 
carry the printer’s name, designer's 
name, or, in the case of definitive 
stamps, the specific plate number 
from which the stamp was printed. 
In modern Canadian issues, 
inscription blocks always occur on 
the corners of panes of stamps. 


Line perforation: The simplest form of 
perforation, in which rows of stamps 
are punched in single lines. Line- 
perforated stamps can usually 
be identified by the fact that the 
perforation holes rarely if ever 
match precisely at the corners. 


Mint: The condition of a stamp 
as released by the Post Office— 
unfaded, with full perforations and 
original gum. 


Mount: A hinge or acetate container 
for mounting postage stamps. 


Phosphorescent: Refers to a stamp 
overprinted (tagged) with lumines- 
cent substances that glow when 
exposed to ultraviolet light. 


Plate Block: A block of four or more 
stamps, usually from a corner of 
a post office pane, that carries a 
plate number or printer's designation 
in the selvedge. In Canada these 
are also referred to as Inscription 
Corner Blocks, as only steel- 
engraved stamps will have an actual 
plate number. 


Postage Due: Special postage stamps 
used to indicate that a piece of 
mail has been underpaid and a fee 
must be collected from the recipient. 


Postal Stationery: Government-issued 
stationery such as letter sheets, 
envelopes, postcards, bearing 
impressed postage stamps. 


Precancelled stamps: Stamps that 
have been cancelled with an 
identifying overprint before being 
issued by the Post Office. In Canada, 
‘modern precancelled stamps are 
overprinted with pairs of horizontal 
lines, and the selvedge bears a 
message that these stamps can only 
be used by authorized agents. 


PVA gum: Polyviny! alcohol gum, 
introduced into postage stamp 
manufacture in the late 1960’s. This 
gum has a near-matte finish in 
comparison with the former gum 
arabic, which was shiny to the naked 
eye. All Canadian stamps are now 
printed with PVA gum. 


Se tenant stamps: Postage stamps 
of different designs, colours, or 
values, printed side by side, 
sometimes with advertisements or 
Post Office notices. 


Souvenir sheet: A mini-sheet 
containing one or more stamps 
and a printed commemorative 
inscription. 


Souvenir collection: A special 
collection of postage stamps 
grouped together according to 
theme or year of issue. The collection 
will generally contain the stamps 
and background information. 
Canada issues annual souvenir 
collections as well as special theme 
collections. 
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